Imants Strautmanis
January 28, 1925 - June 19, 2020

Imants Strautmanis, 95, formerly of Fond du Lac, passed away peacefully at his home in
Cedarburg on Friday, June 19, 2020, with his son, Sigurd, and his daughter, Rasma, at his
side. With the exception of the last paragraph, this obituary was written by Imants.

Imants was born on January 28, 1925, in Latvia, a small country in northeastern Europe.
He graduated from Rīgas Valsts tehnikums (Riga technical high school) in Riga, Latvia in
1944. Toward the end of World War II, in order to escape the Russian Communist
occupation of Eastern Europe, including Latvia, the Strautmanis family, which included
Imants, his parents, his youngest brother and his two sisters, fled to West Germany until
the end of the war. After the war, unwilling to return to Latvia, for it was still occupied by
Russians, the family settled in a refugee camp in West Germany. While in the refugee
camp, Imants and his family were seeking a sponsor in America so that they could
immigrate. Their opportunity came in Reverend Theodore Jordan from Ripon, Wisconsin,
who generously sponsored them. The whole Strautmanis family immigrated in 1950 to the
United States and became citizens in 1953. The family then settled, first in Ripon, then
later in Fond du Lac, Wisconsin.

Imants found employment in the Kiekhaefer Mercury, now Mercury Marine, machine shop.
While he was there, he took a correspondence course in mechanical drafting from the
Chicago Technical Institute. After graduating, he was employed for 11 years by Rockwell
Axle and Transmission Company in Oshkosh, Wisconsin. After that, Imants was employed
by Mercury Marine for 25 years until his retirement.
In 1957 Imants married Irena Zalevits. They had five children, Rasma, Lauris, Maris, Rita
and Sigurd. Imants had a lifelong passion for protecting wildlife and the environment. He
enjoyed camping, hiking and cross-country skiing with his family in National and State
Parks. He also enjoyed swimming, bicycling and running. His hobbies included oil
painting, computer art and photography.

In his childhood, Imants enjoyed boy scouting, until Russian Communists forbade it. After
the war, Imants helped organize a boy scout troop in his refugee camp in West Germany
and was active as a leader in it. Later, in the United States, Imants was an active leader in
the Milwaukee Latvian boy scout troop as well as a cub scout den leader in Fond du Lac
for many years. In later years, Imants was the Chairman of Martin Luther Latvian Church
in Fond du Lac.

Imants is survived by his daughter Rasma (Robert) Barbee, son Sigurd Strautmanis,
daughter-in-law Thomasina Ringler and his seven wonderful grandchildren, Henry and
Max Barbee, Helena and Sven Marnauzs, Uve and Anna Strautmanis and Lauris
Strautmanis. He was preceded in death by his wife Irena, sons Lauris and Maris, daughter
Rita and daughter-in-law Alisa.

Per Imants directive, a private graveside service will be held with immediate family
pursuant to Andrew Cuomo’s COVID-19 funeral guidelines, which he supported and
agreed with. A celebration of Imants’ life will be held in June 2021. In lieu of flowers,
Imants asked that donations be made to the National Park Foundation, supporting the
National Parks he so loved.

Comments

“

Thinking of you all with the fondest memories. Truly one of the kindest people I have
had the honor of knowing. Imagine the reunion going on!!!
With love from Julie (Ellingson) Vaughan

Julie Vaughan - June 24, 2020 at 11:21 AM

“

This was a man truly like no other! I am blessed to have known him and to have held
him so dear in my heart. His stories and his love of his family and life was beyond
beautiful and genuine. His heart was huge and his positive attitude was amazing! I
will miss him much. My love to his wonderful family.

Kristine Ward - June 23, 2020 at 10:16 PM

“

Sigi and family,
You have my deepest sympathy for your father's passing. He had a good, long life to
be proud of and you to show for it. You will all be in my thoughts and prayers during
this difficult time.
Michelle Holt
(Missy Thomas)

Michelle Holt - June 23, 2020 at 03:35 PM

“

Imants was a kind and loving man whom I admired and respected. He was an
inspiration to me. The world would be a better place if there were more people like
Imants.
I will miss him. John Wise - Fond du Lac

John A Wise - June 22, 2020 at 09:59 AM

“

To Rasma, Sad to hear of your father’s passing. What an incredible life he has lived!
Pat Costello
Appleton, WI

Patrick Costello - June 21, 2020 at 08:17 PM

“

Tom Kath sent a virtual gift in memory of Imants Strautmanis

Tom Kath - June 20, 2020 at 10:07 PM

