Rosalie "Lee" Zimmerman
November 11, 1933 - March 6, 2022

Rosalie “Lee” Murray Zimmerman, age 88, of Ripon, formerly of Oakfield, loving wife,
mother and grandmother passed away peacefully on Sunday, March 6, 2022, at
Maplecrest Assisted Living in Ripon.
Lee was born November 11, 1933, to Orville and Leeila Murray in Kowana, Oklahoma. As
a child, she moved from Oklahoma to Texas, Illinois and eventually to Fond du Lac. She
graduated from Fond du Lac High School in 1951. She married Clair Zimmerman
February 21, 1956, at the Church of Peace in Fond du Lac with lifelong friends, Phyllis
and Lyle Collien at their side.
She moved to Oakfield in1957 and lived there until August of 2021. She worked at Gilles
Frozen Custard during their open season, as an operator at Bell Telephone Company,
Valin’s Camera Store, as treasurer of the Village of Oakfield and at Oakfield Oil as the
business bookkeeper. She started working part-time at the Oakfield Post Office July 1974
and was honored to serve as the U.S. Post Master in Oakfield from 1978-1995.
She was an avid supporter of high school sports with Brad and Kay and loved attending
her granddaughter, Alli’s basketball, volleyball and softball games. She enjoyed being an
active AFS member at Oakfield High in the 80’s. An annual family trip for a week in Eagle
River at The Everett Resort was one of her favorite summer weeks for over a decade.
Lake time on Willow Lane, at the cottage, was also filled with lots of laughs, card games,
amazing memories and sunsets. Lee enjoyed many years riding as a passenger on Clair’s
Harley - beginning when they were young and resuming in retirement and becoming
“recycled riders”. She rode over 250,000 miles enjoying the Sturgis Rally, Bike Week in
Daytona, rides to Mexico with friends from Texas and all over Wisconsin. She loved
exploring Texas and Florida in winters from 1996-2014 and making many new friends. Lee
had a huge heart for helping others - she loved to support and help those in need however
she could. From friends and family living with them, to the numerous stray cats she
rescued over the years, there was always an open door, warm house and open arms with
Lee. She saw the good in everyone.

Lee is survived by her loving husband of 66 years, Clair Zimmerman; her children, Brad
(Wendi) Zimmerman of Waupun and Kay (Cris) Bumby of Ripon; a granddaughter, Alli
Bumby; her sister, Lynda (Kenneth) Krupp; nieces, Nicki and Deana, other relatives and
friends.
She is preceded in death by her parents, her sister Louise “Gladys” Evans, mother and
father-in law and many wonderful friends.
VISITATION: The family will greet friends from 10:00 AM – 12:00 PM on Friday, March 11,
2022, at Kurki Funeral Chapel & Crematory, 31 East Division Street, Fond du Lac.
SERVICE: Funeral services will be held at 12:00 PM on Friday, March 11, 2022, at Kurki
Funeral Chapel & Crematory. Burial will follow in Avoca Cemetery, Oakfield.
A special thank you to the staff at Maplecrest for their compassionate care over the past
seven months.
In lieu of flowers, memorial donations can be given to the Green Lake Animal shelter or an
animal rescue in your area.
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Comments

“

Clair, Kay, and family I’m so sorry to hear of Lee’s passing. She was always a joy to visit with and I enjoyed
our many motorcycle trips together. My deepest condolences.

Sarah Dowidat - March 11 at 09:54 PM

“

Lee was like a second mother to me when I was growing up in Oakfield. I had the
chance to stop in and visited Lee and Clair a few years ago and told about old
memories. A visit I will always cherish. God speed Lee and prayers of understanding
for those left behind.

Mike Newton - March 10 at 06:07 PM

“

enjoyed our visits at the post office and running into her at rummage sales and
hearing about the motorcycle road trips... prayers to the family.

doreen conger - March 09 at 07:43 PM

“

Lee was a wonderful lady, who was married to Clair,,,,,,for over 60 years. She took a
young me, into Fond du Lac for my social security card, so I that could work at the
Oakfield Oil Company. I enjoyed knowing them both, To Clair and family, I wish you
my most sincere condolences.

Dan Whyms - March 09 at 02:02 AM

