
Raymond L. Thill
March 6, 1930 - April 18, 2008

Raymond L. Thill, 78, of 111 Putnam Street, Oakfield, died unexpectedly on
Friday, April 18, 2008, at home.He was born on March 6, 1930, in Oakfield, a
son of Harvey A. and Edna Knoll Thill. Ray served with the United States
Army, as a sergeant, in the artillery division, during the Korean War from
1951-1953.On April 14, 1951, he married Mary Jane Bowe at United
Methodist Church, Lamartine. They lived on the family farm on Highway Y in
Oakfield for 13 years and Lamartine for 40 years before moving to Oakfield in
2004.He was employed with the Lamartine Creamery, CW Transport,
Hawthorn Melody Dairy, and Tractor-Trailer Leasing before joining Mercury
Marine, where he retired in 1995.Ray was a member of United Methodist
Church and the Lamartine Volunteer Fire Department. He was also a member
of the Oakfield VFW Post 8092, the Teamsters Union Local 200 for 16 years,
and the International Association of Machinists and Aerospace Workers,
Winnebago Lodge 1947. He is survived by his wife, Mary Jane; nine children:
Jane (Rocky) Bates, Kathy (Gary) Zielicke, Ervin “Buck” (Lynn) Thill, Sheila
Baublit (special friend Paul Thorpe), John (Heidi) Ness-Thill, Jim (Dorene)
Thill, Cindy (Chuck) Dineen, Karen (Jim) Kopf, Heidi (Mark) Kopf; 23
grandchildren; 16 great-grandchildren; two sisters: Dorothy Franke, Judy
(Ray) Ballwanz; three brothers: Bob (Lorraine) Thill, Eugene (Barb) Thill, Larry
Thill; two sisters-in-law: Ona Mae (Bill) Thill, Ella Mae (Marvin) Yanke; many
nieces and nephews; and special friends: Al and Shirley Dinse and Mary
Schmidt.He was preceded in death by his parents, one brother, Bill Thill; two



sisters: Rosie Pixley, Ruth Rausch; two brothers-in-law: Forest Pixley, Oscar
Franke; his father and mother-in-law, Ervin and Esther Bowe; two sisters-in-
law: Ruth Ann Zimmerman, Dorothy Soles; a brother-in-law, Clarence Bowe;
and a special friend, Milton Schmidt.The visitation will be from 4:00 – 7:00
p.m. on Monday, April 21, 2008, at Mach Funeral Chapel, 31 East Division
Street, Fond du Lac, and on Tuesday from 10:00 a.m. until the time of
service.The funeral service will be at 11:00 a.m. on Tuesday, April 22, 2008, at
Mach Funeral Chapel with Rev. Nancy Green officiating. Burial will follow at
Ledgeview Memorial Park with military rites conducted by the Oakfield VFW
Post 8092.
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Dana R. Phillips - April 25, 2008 at 01:55 PM

My condolences to Mary and the Family I used to work with Ray at
Tractor Trailer Leasing.We were a small group & that made each of
us equally important.Ray was the kind of guy who brightened your
day just by showing up for work.He never had a harsh word for
anybody & was always ready with a joke or funny story at the drop
of a hat.If he saw you struggling he'd be right there to help & make
your day go just a little easier.We could use a lot more guys like Ray
in this world,I'll miss you little buddy.

Dana R. Phillips of N. Fond Du Lac, Wi. - April 25, 2008 at 12:00 AM

My condolences to Mary and the Family I used to work with Ray at
Tractor Trailer Leasing.We were a small group & that made each of
us equally important.Ray was the kind of guy who brightened your
day just by showing up for work.He never had a harsh word for
anybody & was always ready with a joke or funny story at the drop
of a hat.If he saw you struggling he'd be right there to help & make
your day go just a little easier.We could use a lot more guys like Ray
in this world,I'll miss you little buddy.

Dana R. Phillips of N. Fond Du Lac, Wi. - April 25, 2008 at 12:00 AM
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Linda and Irene Shady - April 21, 2008 at 10:20 PM

Mary and Families 
Sorry to read in the paper about Ray's death. Words cannot express
the lose that you are feeling. Just remember all of the good times
that were enjoyed by all and it will help ease the pain but it will take
time. With deepest sympathy

mike and barb dinse - April 21, 2008 at 09:09 PM

we will miss ray very much. he was a wonderful person. you dont
know how much my mom and dad enjoyed the many years they
were together. especially after our dad got disabled, they always
made sure to include them in their activities. they got to see alot of
places they never would have without them.god bless ray and mary
thill

Bob Kloos - April 21, 2008 at 04:12 PM

This comes with deeper sympathy then words can ever say. There
are no words that can fill the emptiness in your hearts, but perhaps
it will help to know others care. I worked with Ray at Mercury Marine
for many years at Plant 17. Bob Kloos

Jean Kaufman - April 21, 2008 at 01:40 PM

To all the Thill Family, We are saddened to hear of Ray's death. Our
thoughts & prayers are with you all. Ray was a wonderful man and
he will be missed dearly by my parents, Al & Shirley Dinse, but the
fond memories of him will remain. With sincerest sympathy, Jean &
Duane Kaufman & Family
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Kristine Page - April 21, 2008 at 12:24 PM

Heidi, my deepest sympathies to you and your family. You are in our
prayers. 
Kris, Randy, and Teddy

Heather Budler-Ronzoni - April 21, 2008 at 11:48 AM

We are very sorry for your loss. Your family is in our thoughts and
prayers during this difficult time. 
Edward, Heather, Morgan, and Julien Budler-Ronzoni (Shirley & Al's
Grandchild & Great Grandchildren)

Shelley & Red Eilbes - April 21, 2008 at 09:15 AM

Our deepest sympathies to Ray's family. He was a wonderful person
who always knew how to make people laugh. We will miss him
deeply. We are glad we got to meet Ray and we both enjoyed
seeing him and his lovely wife Mary, and Karen & "Killer" at the
Shedd! 
Shelley & Red

Heather Budler-Ronzoni of Oakfield, WI - April 21, 2008 at 12:00 AM

We are very sorry for your loss. Your family is in our thoughts and
prayers during this difficult time.Edward, Heather, Morgan, and
Julien Budler-Ronzoni(Shirley & Al's Grandchild & Great
Grandchildren)



SW

KO

JW

MW

Shelley & Red Eilbes of LeRoy, Wisconsin - April 21, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Our deepest sympathies to Ray's family. He was a wonderful person
who always knew how to make people laugh. We will miss him
deeply. We are glad we got to meet Ray and we both enjoyed
seeing him and his lovely wife Mary, and Karen & "Killer" at the
Shedd!Shelley & Red

Kristine Page of Oakfield - April 21, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Heidi, my deepest sympathies to you and your family. You are in our
prayers. Kris, Randy, and Teddy

Jean Kaufman of oakfield, wi - April 21, 2008 at 12:00 AM

To all the Thill Family,We are saddened to hear of Ray's death. Our
thoughts & prayers are with you all. Ray was a wonderful man and
he will be missed dearly by my parents, Al & Shirley Dinse, but the
fond memories of him will remain.With sincerest sympathy,Jean &
Duane Kaufman & Family

mike and barb dinse of oakfield, wis - April 21, 2008 at 12:00 AM

we will miss ray very much. he was a wonderful person. you dont
know how much my mom and dad enjoyed the many years they
were together. especially after our dad got disabled, they always
made sure to include them in their activities. they got to see alot of
places they never would have without them.god bless ray and mary
thill
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Linda and Irene Shady of FDL,WI - April 21, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Mary and FamiliesSorry to read in the paper about Ray's death.
Words cannot express the lose that you are feeling. Just remember
all of the good times that were enjoyed by all and it will help ease
the pain but it will take time. With deepest sympathy


