
ViAnne K. Nelson
January 3, 1944 - December 4, 2023

ViAnne Karen (Howell) Nelson, age 79, passed away on the evening of December 4,
2023, surrounded by her loving family. 

 ViAnne was born on January 3, 1944, to Harry Howell and Lova (Vespermen) Hanson.
She was the sixth of seven children and grew up in the Madison area. 

 She married her husband, Frank Nelson, on January 21, 1962. They lived and started
their family in McFarland, where they had their first two children, Teah and Wendy. It
wasn’t long after that they moved to Black River Falls and had their youngest, Frankie.
During their time there, they welcomed many foster children into their home and into their
hearts, caring for them as if they were their own, including two foster daughters Theresa
and Vicki. After many happy years, they then moved their family to Fond du Lac, which is
where they resided for the rest of their lives. 
Years after her first love Frank passed away, Vianne reconnected with an old childhood
friend, Carl. Though the time was far too short, the two spent many years together
traveling the country, snow-birding in Mesa, Arizona, and doing what they loved most,
spending time with each other's families. 
In her younger years, Vianne worked at Associated Physicians, and later as a Human
Resources Secretary for the Wisconsin Department of Corrections, where she spent 15
years loving her work and making many lifelong friends at the Taycheedah Correctional
Institution. 
In her lifetime, ViAnne was many things to so many people. She was a daughter, sister,
mother, wife, friend, girlfriend, grandmother, great grandmother, dog mom, neighbor, and
professional ball-buster. ViAnne’s spunky confidence and great sense of humor always
meant that she easily made friends everywhere she went. 
She loved her family almost as much as she loved her sweets. She could often be found
showing family photos and telling beloved stories that she gained throughout her life. It
didn’t matter if someone was blood related or welcomed to the family through love, she
always treated everyone equally and as one of her own. 
ViAnne is survived by her brother Dick, brother-in-law Ed (Nancy) Nelson, her three
children, Teah (Ted) Kitzman, Wendy/Boone (Russ) Ryan, Frankie Nelson. She was
blessed with nine grandchildren, Jennifer, Josh (Audrey), Jamie (Alex), Katie, Jeremy,



Emily (Mike), Hannah (Andy), Thane, and Taylor, along with six great-grandchildren,
Gabriella, Lincoln, Eleanor, Hudsyn, Elise, and Maliah. 

 She is preceded in death by her mother, father, brothers Jack, Jerry, Eddie, and Royce
Howell, her sister Sharon Johnson, an infant son who passed away in 1964, son-in-law
Terry Preston, husband Frank, and second love Carl. 

 ViAnne’s family would like to thank her kind and compassionate health care team at SSM
Health St. Agnes Hospital, 6 South. ViAnne was in their comfort and care for 34 days.
Every day she felt that the nurses, CNAs, doctors, and extended workers treated her like a
loved one of their own and for that, her family will be forever grateful. 
The family will be holding a Celebration of Life from 1:00 to 6:00 p.m. on Saturday,
January 6, 2024, at the Eagle’s Club 515 N. Park Ave., Fond du Lac.



Previous Events

Celebration of Life

JAN 6. 1:00 PM - 6:00 PM (CT)

Fond du Lac Eagle's Club
515 N. Park Avenue
Fond du Lac, WI 54935
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Michael Mullen - December 11, 2023 at 10:20 AM

I remember ViAnne from her days at TCI, she was always friendly and helpful to
me.

Claudia Singleton - December 10, 2023 at 07:41 AM

I first met Vianne, Frank and family in the early 70s. We lived on the same block.
It was love at first sight and I quickly adopted them as my second family. You
could talk to Vianne about anything. She was never judgemental. During this time
she was busy raising her family and sewing for people. Later she worked at the
Black River Hospital as a secretary and at Taycheedah when they moved to Fond
du Lac. She loved her jobs and made lifelong friends in both places. It was a sad
day when they moved to Fond du Lac. She was loved by many and will be so
missed. Hugs to all who loved her. She was a keeper.

Kim Richmond - December 09, 2023 at 12:54 AM

We are so very sorry to hear of her passing. So many wonderful memories
especially the annual family reunions in WI Dells. She will be so very missed.
Love Kim and Dale Richmond

Spring Singleton - December 08, 2023 at 02:21 PM

I was ViAnne's cleaning lady for several years, but it turned
into a beautiful friendship. Every time I was at her house,
we sat and talked and cuddled with the pups, and I always
felt warm and welcomed in her home. I always walked out
the door with her saying, " Love ya honey. See ya next
time." Sometimes we just called each other to chat. I loved her so very much!
That lady definitely earned her wings. �
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Wendy Ryan - December 09, 2023 at 11:00 AM

It was mutual Spring, she loved your visits   
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Vicky Redeker - December 10, 2023 at 06:53 PM

I spent most of Mt junior high and high school days at her house, hanging with the
family! When they owned Embers Boone and I would help with the fish fry. 

 I wish I would of seen more of her these past years, always a great conversation and
plenty of laughs! 

 She raised a great family and I was blessed to spend time with them!


